
 
February 22, 2006 
 
 
To:    Physicians 
 
Subject:   Physician authorization to conduct independent medical exams (IMEs) 
 
 
The 2005 Legislature unanimously passed Senate Bill 311. Effective July 1, 2006, the bill 
requires physicians to be authorized by the Director of the Department of Consumer and 
Business Services to conduct IMEs for workers’ compensation claims in Oregon.  
 
The Workers’ Compensation Division (WCD) is developing criteria and training requirements 
for physicians to become authorized to perform IMEs. WCD will provide qualifying training for 
physicians at the Workers’ Compensation Educational Conference in Salem on May 15 and 16, 
2006. For more information or to register for the conference, please contact Kara Olsen at (503) 
947-7515, send e-mail to kara.olsen@state.or.us, or visit WCD’s Web site at 
www.wcd.oregon.gov. Click on “Training and events,” and then click on “2006 Education 
Conference.” 
 
WCD is aware of other organizations that are also developing training for physicians to become 
authorized to conduct IMEs. Training curricula must be approved by WCD. If you have any 
questions about the approval criteria, training, or becoming authorized to conduct IMEs, please 
contact Wendy Stone at (503) 947-7583 or send e-mail to wendy.m.stone@state.or.us  
 
 
 

 
_________________________________ 
John Shilts, Administrator 
Workers’ Compensation Division 
 
 
 
 
Distributions: SO, S4, S7, MR, MC, S, T, DO, GR, MD, ND, OT 


